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The CTSI includes:

• Clinical and Translational Research Center (building)

• Clinical and Translational Science Award (grant)

• Buffalo Translational Consortium (partnership)

Advancing research discoveries to improve health for all

http://www.buffalo.edu/ctsi





Advance and accelerate research to improve 

the health of our community and reduce health 

disparities in our community and the nation.

http://www.buffalo.edu/ctsi

Vision

http://www.buffalo.edu/ctsi


https://www.buffalo.edu/ctsi.html





https://www.buffalo.edu/ctsi.html













Buffalo Research Registry

• Database of ~7,000 local residents

• Agreed to be contacted about research

• 51% from low income ZIP codes

• 46% from underrepresented racial/ethnic 
populations



Erie County Health Indicators

Health Indicator White Black Asian Latinx

% premature deaths (<75 years) 37% 63% 53% 68%

Heart disease mortality per 100,000 158 209 82 142

Stroke mortality per 100,000 33 57 23 38

Diabetes mortality per 100,000 20 60 18 38

Diabetes hospitalization per 100,000 12 47 5 24

Asthma hospitalization per 10,000 (age <17) 4 28 5 16

% Low birthweight births (2500 grams) 7% 14% 8% 10%

Infant mortality per 1000 live births 4 11 3 9

New York State Department of Health, County Health Indicators by 

Race/Ethnicity 2019-2021 



UB Community Heath Equity 
Research Institute

Mission: 
Perform research to advance understanding of the root causes of health 
inequities and develop and test innovative solutions to eliminate health 
inequities in the region, with a focus on inequities experienced by African 
Americans.

Vision:
Wellness and social well-being will become a reality for all people in Buffalo, 
including people of color residing in underserved neighborhoods





Pilot Study Guidelines from RFA

• Minimum of $300,000 per year in pilot studies to be awarded

• Three to six new pilot studies to be awarded each year

– Awards will be between $50K and $100K per year for one or 
two years

• Goal is to support new investigators to establish their own 
independent research programs



Eligibility Criteria to Apply for Pilot Studies

• Early-career investigators with appointments at UB

• NIH definition of early career investigator:

– completed their terminal research degree or end of post-graduate clinical 
training (whichever date is later) within the past 10 years

– has not previously competed successfully as a PI for a substantial, NIH 
independent research award

• Clinical and basic science postdoctoral fellows are also eligible and will be 
encouraged to apply.



Request for proposals released August 28, 2024

Informational Session September 16, 2024 at 10 AM

Letters of intent due October 8, 2024

Invitations to successful 
applicants to submit full proposals

Third week of October, 2024

Presentation to Community 
Advisory Board

Third week in November, 2024

Full proposals due November 22, 2024

Notification to applicants Early-mid January 2025

Funding start date February 1, 2025

Timeline for Soliciting, Reviewing and 
Awarding Pilot Studies

https://www.buffalo.edu/community-health-equity-institute.htmlFull RFA:

https://www.buffalo.edu/community-health-equity-institute.html


Community Health Equity Pilot Study 
Guidelines

• Pilot studies grants must be projects to support research in health 
equity and adverse social determinants of health in our 
community.

• Three key requirements: The project must:

– Address root causes of health inequities

– Include a community partner

– Lead to larger extramural funding

https://www.buffalo.edu/content/dam/www/ctsi/Cores/PilotStudies/P50%20Health
%20Equity%20Pilot%20Studies%20RFA%20Fall%202024.pdf



Summary
• Our community experiences profound health 

inequities.

• The mission of the CTSI is to advance and 

accelerate research to improve the health of our 

community and reduce health disparities in our 

community and the nation. 

• The CTSI offers a broad range of resources to 

research teams to support clinical and 

translational research at no cost. 



Summary 2
• A broad reaching partnership that includes community, 

university and government is working to eliminate health 

inequities.

• The Community Health Equity Research Institute is offering 

early career faculty and postdocs $50K to $100K pilot 

studies for health disparities projects.

• You are invited to attend the Seventh Annual Igniting Hope 

Conference:

– “Building an Environmentally Just Community”

– Saturday, September 21, 2024    8 AM to 3:30 PM

– M&T Auditorium, Jacobs School
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